TWENTY-SIX YEARS OF  CONFLICT   219

gallivat, fell a prey to the Coolee rovers of Sultan-
pore. Through the treachery of the pilot it was
run ashore. The crew defended themselves gal-
lantly, but in the course of the action the ship
blew up, and ten Europeans, two sepoys, and two
lascars were killed.

In view of the losses he had sustained,
Sumbhajee Angria now tried to patch up a
peace with Bombay. In order to test his sin-
cerity, he was required, as a preliminary step, to
restore the English prisoners he held. Just then
he scored a success against the Portuguese, from
whom he captured two fine grabs and a convoy;
so the negotiation came to a standstill. But his
fortunes were declining, his people were leaving
his service, while Mannajee, protected by the
Peishwa and the English, was increasing in
power; so he again addressed the Bombay
Governor, in a letter beginning cFor thirty
years we have been at war/ But it was soon
discovered that his object was to have his hands
free to attack Mannajee, and his overtures came
to nothing. In May, 1743, he captured the
Bombay ketch Salamander, off Colaba, but be-
fore it could be carried off it was rescued by